Board of County Commissioners
Mille Lacs County, Minnesota

Resolution No.: 6-21-16-2

RESOLUTION REVOKING THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT
WITH THE MILLE LACS BAND OF OJIBWE

WHEREAS, Mille Lacs County values the cooperative contributions made by tribal law enforcement
in providing law enforcement services within the concurrent jurisdiction defined in Minn. Stat. §
626.90 and the Cooperative Agreement entered into in January 2008 by Mille Lacs County, the Mille
Lacs Band of Ojibwe, and the Mille Lacs County Sheriff pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 626.90 (hereinafter
“Cooperative Agreement,” attached hereto along with Minn. Stat. § 626.90) and thanks the many
tribal officers for their service in the interest of public safety.

WHEREAS, Mille Lacs County remains hopeful that continued discussions may take place between
Mille Lacs County and the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe to enter into a new Cooperative Agreement
that would enhance cooperation between the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Mille Lacs County and
return the focus to public safety for the benefit of all residents of Mille Lacs County.

WHEREAS, the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe sought legislative changes to Minn. Stat. § 626.90 during
Minnesota’s 2016 legislative session without prior discussion with Mille Lacs County regarding the
particular changes that were desired to the statute. Each time, the Mille Lacs County Board of
Commissioners passed a Resolution of Non-Support for these legislative changes, attached hereto.
These changes were focused on allowing the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe’s law enforcement authority
to continue whether or not a cooperative agreement existed in Mille Lacs County.

WHEREAS, Mille Lacs County has reviewed Opinion M-37032 of the Office of the Solicitor of the
United State Department of the Interior (hereinafter “M Opinion™) dated November 20, 2015 and
attached hereto.

WHEREAS, while the M Opinion does not have the force and effect of law, it states that “evidence
regarding state jurisdiction does not heavily weigh one way or another because state law has
recognized and deferred to tribal authority in some contexts.” M Opinion at 32, n. 231 (emphasis
added). The citation for this statement refers to an earlier portion of the M Opinion that refers
primarily to Minn. Stat. § 626.90 and the Cooperative Agreement. M Opinion at 19, n. 144.

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. 626.90 and the Cooperative Agreement explicitly state that its terms are not
intended to affect any jurisdictional relationships or disputes involving the band or the current
reservation boundaries or prejudice the respective positions of the Band and the County regarding the
current existence and status of the Mille Lacs Indian Reservation or the extent of Indian country in
the County. Minn. Stat. § 626.90(7); Cooperative Agreement at § 10.















